
Yard by Yard
WORDS BY CLARENCE F. BROWN, CLASS OF 1909, AND LARS S. POTTER, CLASS OF 1910

MUSIC BY CLARENCE F. BROWN, CLASS OF 1909, AND HAMILTON B. WOOD, CLASS OF 1910

“Yard by Yard” has long been Williams’ traditional fight song, sung at athletic events, alumni meetings, and other occasions. 
“Yard by Yard” originated in the spring of 1909 as two different songs, both entered in the that year’s interclass singing contest, 
where members of each class wrote and performed an original song. After the contest, Brown and Wood decided to combine 
their compositions into a single song, with Brown’s song used as the verse and Wood’s as the chorus. Contrary to popular belief, 
neither Brown’s “March to Glory” (as it was called) or Wood and Potter’s “Yard by Yard” won the 1909 contest. “Yard by Yard” 
first appeared in its current form in the 1910 edition of Songs of Williams, of which Wood was one of the editors.
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